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action of Congress, the total want of plan, and defiance of all settled 
principle, it makes one look with anxiety for the mind which is to bring 
order out of this chaos. And the extraordinary feature about it is that 
this recklessness has hitherto been attended with apparent success. 
Diminution of debt and the approach of gold to par, these are the 
popular tests of improving finance. It needs no very keen observa- 
tion, however, to perceive — and indeed the depressed and expectant 
attitude of business shows a growing consciousness of the fact — that 
financial laws are silently working out their mission, and that the 
recoil must sooner or later be the more violent from the long and severe 
tension with which they have been resisted. 
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